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Since this Sermon was printed, intelligence has been 
received of the extraordinary elevation of the indivi- 
dual whose sudden depression appeared the signal of 
repose to troubled Europe. It may be the design of 
the righteous Governor of the universe, in permitting 
this astonishing revolution, still further to scourge the 
nations. ‘Chis apprehension adds force to the senti- 
ment contained in the following Sermon; and more 
powerfully urges upon us the duty of eherishing those 
public virtues which alone ean secure toa people the 
favour of the Most High, and avert the judgments of 
his providence. 
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PSALM cxliv. 15. 
Happy ate the people that aré in such a ease; yed, 


- blessed are the people who have the Lord for 
their God: 


"Fur: ord God oninipotendttightefi; and dedi 


_ a€cording to his will, in the armies of Heaven and 


among the inhabitants of the earth. When he 
giveth peace, who can givé trouble? and when he 
hideth, who can behold? None can stay his hand, 
or say unto him, what dost thou ? 

Blessed, then, surely are the people who have the 
Lord. for their God. 
~ Yes, my brethren, the truth, demonstrable by 
réason- and Scripture, that the Most High ruleth 
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over the nations, chastising them by his judg- 
ments, or exalting them by his mercies, leads to 
the important conclusion, that the foundation for 
the permanent prosperity and happiness of a na- 
tion can be laid only in the Divine favour. Trans- 
gression must be punished, except where repent- 
ance interposes; or the throne of the universe is 
not filled by a righteous Sovereign. 

Nations exist only in this world, and national 
iniquities therefore can in this world only be pun- 


~ ished. 


Mark how this truth has been exemplified! 
Sodom and Gomorrah, those corrupt cities, sunk 
beneath. the burning showers of Divine wrath. 
The land of Canaan, no longer able to-endure the 
dreadful i iniquity of its inhabitants, vomited them 
forth, a prey to the sword of the Israelites; the 
executioners of Heaven’s justice. In their turn, 
this rebellious people, who forsook the Lord their 
God, and plunged in all the idolatry and corruption 
of the nations whom God had destroyed before 
them, were scourged by famine, by pestilence, 
by the sword ; and, carried into cruel -bondage, at 
length became dispersed throughout the world, the 
standing memorials of the righteous indignation of 
the Sovereign of the universe against a sinful peo- 
ple. Where are the nations whom God employed 
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as the ministers of his vengeance on the rebellious 
Israelites? They, also, arrogant, sensual, corrupt, 
when they had answered the purposes of God’s 
sovereign providence, were swept from the earth; 
and the names of those who once made the world 
to tremble, now live only in the silent pages which 
have recorded their splendour, their crimes, and 
their destruction. 

You need not search the awful records of the 
days that are past. ‘Those which are before us will 
tell a tale that shall make the ear to tingle. We have 
seen a nation throw off the government of God. 
We have seen them, vengeful and implacable as 
the fiends of hell, counsel, as in Pandemonium, to 
hurl the Eternal from his throne. And we have 
seen them scorched by that wrath which they had. 
defied—every domestic tie torn asunder-—every 
social comfort blasted. We have seen the tide of 
vengeance rolling over them. And when in God’s 
righteous providence they were sufficiently punish- 
ed, we have seen them, under the control of a 
mighty Spirit, become the ministers of wrath 
against other nations who were sunk in superstition, 
in sensuality, and in crimes. The tide of venge- 
ance rolled over them, and left the deepest traces 
of desolation, Where sandals had most extensively 
prevailed. 
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- Wonderful the last scene of this awful drama ! 
The mighty Spirit, who said in his heaft, I will 
ascend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God; he who “‘ smote the people in 
wrath with a continual stroke,” is stopped. As 
with a bridle in his mouth, and with a hook in his 
nose, he is brought back. He withers, and sinks, 
as if struck by the arm of the Almighty. The 
grave from beneath ismoved to meet him at his 
coming; it stirreth up the dead for him, even all 
the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from 
their thrones all the kings of the nations. All they 
speak concerning him, Art thou become weak as 
we? Art thou become like unto us? How art 
thou fallen from Heaven, Son of the Morning ? 
How art thou cast down to the ground which didst 
weaken the nations? 

It is impossible not to hear the lesson which: 
these awful scenes inculcate, that the Almighty 


will, sooner or later, punish a nation for its erimes. 


Brethren, have not we felt this lesson? Were 
we not eminently distinguished as a nation by pri- 
vileges and blessings? Wéill the most arrogant 
among us venture to say that we made a suitable 
improvement of our privileges; that there were no 
vices and crimes distinguishing us’ as a people 
which called for punishment? ‘The rod of God’s 


eam 


anger was laid upon us; and, assuredly, it was de- 
served. War, one of his sore judgments, desolat- 
ing the path of private enjoyment, was marching 
with rapid stride over the ruins of public pros- 
perity. We haye felt the stroke of God’s right- 
eous providence. But he hath said to the angel of 
judgment—It is enough. He hath said to the 
troubled waters over the face of the whole earth— 
Peace. He hath staid on our shores the last mur- 
muring of their angry waves. And now we utter 
a song which hath long been banished from the 
agitated earth—-“‘ He maketh wars to cease in all 
“* the world—The Lord hath given to his people 
“ the blessing of peace.” 

What is the security for the continuance to us 
of this inestimable blessing ?_ What is the security 
for the continuance to us of all the mercies and 
privileges which we enjoy? The favour of him 
who ruleth in Heaven and in earth. For “ blessed 
“only are the people who have the Lord for their 
** God.” 

What then are the means by which we may se- 
cure the favour of the eternal Jehovah? What 
are those public virtues most conducive to the 
prosperity of a nation, and which. effectually tend. 
to secure to a people the favour of the Most 
High?. 
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We answer, 

Pustic Sprrit. 

Virtuous Hasirs. 

AcKNOWLEDGMENT oF Gop’s PROVIDENCE. 
SupMmission To THE GosPEL oF HIS SON. 


I. Pustic Sprrir—as opposed to selfishness 
in all its various operations, 


- To selfishness in the pursuit of wealth. 
Toselfishness in the employment of wealth; and, 
To selfishness in the exercise of political rights. 
There is no passion more debasing than the 

selfish iove of gain; than the pursuit of it merely 
for its own sake, or on account of the personal 
advantages which it will bestow on its possessor. 
No‘generous or honourable feelings can live in the 
bosom where this inordinate passion has struck its 
deep and baneful roots. If it degrades and con- 
tracts the individual, it will degrade and contract, 
where it generally prevails, the national spirit; ren- 
dering it incapable of rising to extensive and noble 
views, or to deeds of generosity and splendour. 
Where the selfish love of gain predominates, the 
national character is mean and sordid. Public spirit 
necessarily becomes extinct, where each individual 
of the community feels no other passion, and knov * 
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no other object, than personal aggrandisement. _ If, 
then, it is essential to individual nobility of spirit, 
it is most certainly so to elevation of national 
character, that the love and the pursuit of wealth 
should be regulated, not solely by a reference to 
the selfish gratification which it brings, but by a 
supreme regard to those objects ef general benevo- 
lence and of public good, which it confers on its 
possessor, the high honour and the exalted pleasure 
of promoting. Degraded, indeed, will be our coun- 
try, should its citizens ever become enslaved by 
that love of gain which knows no other object: than 
selfish gratification—For they will, then, most cer- 
tainly, be characterised by that 

Selfish employment ‘of weuith, which is Seierty 
incompatible with public spirit. : 

There is no maxim more plain, than that each in- 
dividual lives not for himself alone, but for the 
general benefit of that community to whose laws 
‘and protection he owes the enjoyment of life, of 
liberty, and of property. ‘The public, therefore, 
have a claim upon the wealth of each individual 
as far as may be necessary to the general honour, 
safety, and happiness. And where selfish views 
and selfish gratifications have extinguished that 
public spirit which interests every individual in 


the general honour and welfare, and which prompts 
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him freely to devote a liberal proportion of his 
wealth to all those plans of science, of religion, 
and of benevolence, by which the public prospe- 
rity and happiness. are advanced, that nation may 
prolong a feeble and joyless existence, but will 
never attain that honour and felicity to which dis- 
‘interested public spirit alone can elevate a people. 
It is further essential to the prosperity and hap- 
piness of a nation, that public spirit should extin- 
guish a views in the exercise of political 
rights. ‘ 
.. The citizen should know no ‘object but the good 
of his country—no passion but for its honour. 
‘Public spirit should elevate him above that selfish- 
ness, - which would engage him in the arts of i intrigue 
and the cabals of faction, in order to attain ~conse- 
quence or station. No scene can be more disgust- 
ing, and none to a patriotic mind more dismaying, 
than those political contests, where freemen, instead 
of calmly and disinterestedly exercising their politi. 
eal rights in reference solely to the best interests of 
their country, are arranged, in hostility to each 
other, under the banners of faction. Utterly dis- 
claiming, as inconsistent both with my duty and 
my feelings, all allusion to particular men or mea- 
sures, I would earnestly impress the general truth 
(and general political truth alone should be incul- 
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cated from this sacred place), that the nation, the 
great mass of whose citizens are made subservient 
to the selfish views of conflicting political parties, 
is not destined te be long free, flourishing, or 


‘IL Sia aus Hasits are essential to the 
prosperity of a nation. 


Virtuous Habits, as opposed to 
Indolence—to luaury—and to licentiousness. 
~~ No nation was ever flourishing or happy, whose 
citizens were not distinguished by industry— 
by that industry which, steadily and vigorously 
pursuing some useful occupation or profession, 
leads to individual opulence and comfort, and to 
national strength and prosperity. Singularly fa- 
voured in this respect is our country. ‘The innu- 
-mefable avenues which it opens to wealth are 
"crowded by its industrious and enterprising citi- 
~ zens, whose ingenuity in every useful art is equal- 
led only by their zeal and perseverance. 
- Happy will they be if their energies are not pal- 
sied, nor their virtue corrupted, by the baneful in- 
fluence of dwacury—not that luxury which, employ- 
ing wealth in the execution of ornamental and use- 
ful projects, sends it abroad to animate and to ferti- 
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lize the nation—not that luxury which, making 
wealth, within the bounds of moderation, subser- 
vient to personal and social gratifications, expands, 
and refines, and exalts society—but that luxury 
which makes wealth tributary merely to splendour 
and to sensuality—that luxury which, engaging all 
classes of the community in the dangerous contest 
of ostentation, often ruins the individual in for- 
tune, where ‘it does not corrupt him in morals; 
and which invariably : unnerves the public strength, 
and ‘efferninates, debases, and destroys the public 
-yirtue. 

For in the train of luxury is Leentiousness—that 
licentiousness which dissipates and debauches the 
higher classes of society, and plunges the lower 
into the sinks of profligacy and vice—that licen- 
tiousness which knows no laws but those of ap- 
petite, and no idol but sensual gratification. A 
licentious people can never preserve their freedom, 
nor their prosperity. They will, in the first instance, 
be flattered and cajoled by those ambitious leaders 
wh ) will afterwards enslave them, and rule them 
with the only rod that can keep in subjection a vi- 
cious “people, the rod of arbitrary power. The. 
profligate citizen is the enemy of his country, who 
ds forging its chains. And, still more tremendous 
consideration, he is preparing it for the scourges 
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of the Almighty. Fora licentious people will al- 
ways disregard that 


Ill. Rrcureovs Dominion or Gop, the ac- 
knowledgment of which alone can secure to 
a nation his favour. © ey 


“ He is the Governor among the nations. He sit- 
teth in the Heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over 
all.” It is not possible that this world can have 
sprung of itself from chaos. It is not possible 
that man, intelligent, moral, looking to Heaven, 
owes his origin to chance. The world, man— 
must have had a Maker, intelligent, powerful, 
good. And the Maker of the world must neces- 
sarily be its Governor. The dominion of God 
over the universe results from his perfections, 
and from his character, as its Creator. But if he 
has erected his throne of dominion, will he permit 
the nations whom he rules to disregard or to insult 
it? This would be the surrender of his authority, 
and the establishment of rebellion. ‘‘ The Lord 
reigneth—stand in awe of him, all ye that dwell in 
the earth.” 

This dominion is to be acknowledged by a na- 
tion in all her public acts. Mindful that it is the 
Lord who “ disappointeth the kriowledge of the 
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crafty, and taketh the wise in their own cunning ; 
‘that in. is hand is $ power and oes and met. he 


<a he FT 


“forth to the battle, to him for strength. “ Pec 
‘the Lord build the house, they labour im vain that 
build it: except the Lord Lae the city, the 


watchman waketh but in vain.’ 
3 Se 


tion cometh neither from He East nor 


‘from the West: but God is the Judge; he put- 


teth ‘down one, and setteth up another.” The 
blessing, and protection of him who watcheth 
over, and ruleth the destinies of nations, must be 
oked by that people who would escape those 
‘ul inflictions, which, sooner or later, scourge 

community that refuses. to acknowledge the 


every 
“dominion of the Sovereign of the universe. In the 


time of danger and adversity they are to humble 
‘themselves under his mighty hand, and turn from 
their sins by unfeigned repentance ; for thus he saith 
by the mouth of his Prophet—‘ At what instant I 
shall ‘speak concerning a nation and a kingdom, to 
pluck up and to pull down, and to destroy it; if that 
nation against whom I have pronounced turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to 
do unto them.” In the seasons of public deliver- 
ance and mercies, let the thankful and dependant 
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acknowledgment : ascend—‘* Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy name be the praise. 
Thou hast saved us not for our own righteous- 
ness, but for thy great mercies.” But let the peo- 
ple whom the Lord hath saved and delivered from 
the hand of the enemy—let the people to whom he 
hath | given a heritage, ** blessed of heaven above, 
and of the deep that lieth under,” to whom he 
hath given ‘‘ statutes that are good,”’ and for whom, 
and for whose fathers he hath “ done great things, 
whereof they rejoice,” let them remember the 
decree of the Eternal—‘* At what instant I shall 
speak concerning a kingdom, and concerning a 
nation, tot build and to plant it, if it do evil in my 
sight, ‘that it "Bbey not my voice, then I will repent 
of the good wherewith I said I would benefit 
them.” Hath Jehovah spoken, and shall he not 
do it? Brethren, the only security for the privi- 
leges and the blessings which we enjoy, is in the 
acknowledgment of God’s righteous providence, 
displayed by the reverence and fear of his holy 
name, and by To to his commandments 


and laws. 


‘It is his commandment that we believe on the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ—it is his command- 
ment that we honour the Son, even as we honour 
the Father—it is his commandment that we worship 
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and obey that holy King whom he hath set upon 


the hill of Zion, to whom he hath given the utmost 
parts of the earth for a possession. 
_ A people, therefore, can secure the blessing and 
_the favour of the Lord of Hosts only 
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- Individual infidelity, sad idoal rejection of him 
. an the Father hath sent, must answer for its 
guilt in the world which is to come. But when in- 
fidelity pervades the mass of a nation—when a 
whole people rise up and say, We will not have the 
Lord to reign over us—when in impious league they 
stand up, and take counsel together against the Lord, 
and against his Anointed—oh! that people are ripe 
for the judgments of the Almighty. The vials of 
wrath are preparing to empty upon them. Look 
back but as to yesterday, and behold—A people 
literally take counsel against the Lord, and against 
his Anointed, saying in the very words by which 
inspiration had characterised the purpose of im- 


Betty, 


piety—Let us break their bond’s asunder—let 
us cast away their cords from us. And, behold! 
—Did not he who sitteth in heaven laugh them to 
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scorn? Did he not speak to them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his sore displeasure? Did he 
not rule them as with a rod of iron? Did he not 
break them»in pieces, as a potter’s vessel ? 

Be wise, O ye Kings—be instructed, ye that are 
judges of the earth—have understanding, O ye 
people, and know that Jesus Christ is set upon a 
throne which is for ever and ever; that unto him 
every knee is commanded to bow, and every tongue 
to confess—they who ‘“‘ make war with him, he 
shall overcome, for he is the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords.”’ os wae tag 
. _ Submission to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as to 
‘its moral effects, is essential to the prosperity of a 
nation. _ This Gospel alone can make rulers a terror 
to evil doers, and a praise to them that do well. 
This Gospel alone can make the people subject not 
only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. ‘This 
Gospel alone, by its divine motives and aids, can 
cherish among a nation ‘‘ whatsoever. things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
‘soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report;” and thus this Gospel alone can 
carry order, virtue, peace, and felicity, through all 
the diversified paths of social-and domestic. life. 
Believer in Jesus! by thy humble submission to 
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his Gospel, thou dost save thy soul; and thou art 
promoting, at the same time, the salvation of thy 
country! Lover of thy country! in rejecting the 
Gospel of Christ, or acting contrary to its spirit 
and its precepts, thou art preparing wrath and mi- 
sery for that country ! 

- Each individual should remember that the pub- 
lic spirit, and the virtuous habits; which are es- 
Sefitial to the prosperity of a nation, must be 
found in its citizens. He who knows no idol 
but self, pursuing and employing wealth only for 
the gratification of his avarice or his sensual pas- 
sions; who carries into his public conduct, views 
selfish and ambitious; who wastes his time in 
indolence, his property in luxury, and employs 
both to the purposes of licentiousness; above all, 
who impiously throws off the government of God 
—and, in his unholy life, practically denies the 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, is not only a 


bad man, but a bad member of the community; 
yplanning (unknown perhaps to himself,) its de- 


struction, its misery, and its ruin. Brethren, let 
us save our own souls, by humbly obeying him 
whom the Father hath sent; and thus let us con- 
tribute to secure for our country the favour of 
the most High God. 

But individual example alone will not do—we 
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must labour to extend religion and the Church by 
our talents, our time, and (here alas! is the sacri- 
fice the most painful, and the most reluctant) our 
wealth. Brethren, while we respect and guard 
the rights of others, we must labour to extend 
the Church of our Redeemer in that form which 
we believe the most pure, primitive, and most 
in unison even with our civil institutions;* that 


* On this subject the author refers to the following extract from a Ser- 
mon, preached by him, before the General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in May last. 

«© And here we first recognise the important principle, involved indeed 
* in the very nature of all good government, that all orders of men affected 
** by the laws should have a voice in framing them. Accordingly, no act 
“cin our Church, not necessarily involving a point of divine institution, 
** has the force of law, until it has received the sanction, under the forms 
of the constitution, of her Bishops, her Clergy, and Laity. 

*© Wenotice also the conformity of our ecclesiastical to our civil constitu- 
“ tions, in the division of power in the exercise of leglisation; the Bishops 
“ of the Church constituting one house, in General Convention, and the 
“ Clerical and Lay Deputies another, with co-ordinate and equal powers. 
s* All the advantages of deliberation, of experience, and of security to in- 
‘6 dividual rights, of which, by this arrangement, our civil constitutions 
- boast, are secured in the organization of our Church, 

¢ We notice a similar conformity and further excellence, in the unity of 
her executive head; her Bishops being vested by the very nature of 
* their office with the executive authority-=And thus are secured that vi- 
© pour, that decision, that promptness, and, at the same time, that responsi- 
bility, and, of course, that fideilty, which it would be impossible to secure, 
« at least in an equal degree, were the executive power of our Church 
*¢ entrusted to large and popular assemblies. 

“ In like manner, though from the nature of his office, the Bishop is the 
¢¢ ultimate judiciary tribunal, yet he can inflict no public censure, and no 
¢* punishment but in the due course of law, by which a knowledge of the 
*¢ charges against him, the means of defence, and a trial by his peers, are 
* enjoyed by every individual. 

- Apart then from the divine institution of the ministry, we have cavs¢ 
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form which it exhibits in the doctrines, the 
—_— — ‘the worship of our own religious 
union. We of this Church have great re- 
apes. Our Fathers have handed to us, 
through the good providence of God, a form of 
doctrine, Church order, and worship, pure, Apos- 
tolic, and primitive. And, as individuals, what 
efforts have we made to extend it? We are defi- 
cient, «I was going to say, in that pious liberality, 
which, in consecrating freely a large proportion of 
its stores to the service of God, consecrates them 
to the best temporal as well as eternal interests of 
mankind. We are deficient—But this is not the 
time to enlarge ona theme, which, I should have 
ence to the warmest feelings of my heart, 
ad f on this isc s occasion, to ‘brine, for a 

qnoment, hefore you. 

Brethren—we live in a most eveatial period of 
the world. Wars and revolutions have rolled the 
tide of misery and desolation through the fairest 
portions of the globe. It seemed as if provoked 
by ‘the impiety and crimes with which the earth 
groaned, the Eternal had said to the angels of de- 
struction, Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is 


* of boast respecting the Order of our Church, that it exercises the powers 
“of government agreeably to the principles of right and justice, and 
“ of those forms of civil polity, on which experience bas impressed the 
stamp of wisdom.” 
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ripe. It seemed as if he were about to shake the 
Heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 
It seemed as if the sun would be turned into 
blackness, and the moon into blood—as if the 
great and terrible day of the Lord were come. 
We beheld the tremendous scene. At a distance 
we beheld it—we panted in the agony of terror, 
lest the flood of desolation should roll hither. Its 
remotest waves had reached us—when he who 
sitteth on high, said, Be séti/. The Lord hath 
given rest to the warring nations—the Lord hath 
given to a troubled world the blessing of peace. 

Known only to him, whose counsel is sure, are 
the destinies of the nations of the earth, and among 
them, of our country. It is not for me to presume 
to open the scenes of futurity. But there is one 
ground of confidence which no terror can shake. 
He wHo PUTTETH HIS TRUST IN THE LorD 
SHALL NEVER BE MOVED. He need not fear— 
the Lord of Hosts is with him—And though the 
Heavens shall pass away; though the elements 
shall melt; though the earth shall be burned up; 
there is a New Heaven and a New Earth, in which 
shall be Ais portion for ever. 

Blessed are the people who haye the Lord for 
their God. 


